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Wrap your 
clients’ 
property in 
a soft rent 
protected  
blanket...

in a way.

Terri Scheer Insurance Pty Ltd arranges for this product to be issued 
by Vero Insurance Limited. Refer to the PDS at terrischeer.com.au

Well, at least that’s how safe your clients 
could feel having their investment property 
insured through us. Sure, you always choose 
the best tenant for your clients, but you 
can’t always predict what will happen in the 
future (and neither can we) so it’s good to 
know your clients’ property is covered.

Our specialist Landlord Preferred Policy 
can help  ll the gaps in regular building 
or strata insurance by giving your clients 
additional peace of mind by covering them 
from things like tenant damage, defaulted 
payments, and even legal liability.

So call Terri Scheer today on 1800 507 500 
or visit terrischeer.com.au/agent for more 
information.  

Land lo rd Insurance Spec ia l i s ts
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REIA to release Mortgage Choice Real 
Estate Market Facts

REIA will release the December quarter Mortgage Choice Real 
Estate Market Facts publication on Wednesday 17 March 2010.

The publication is a quarterly review of major residential property 
markets in Australia and includes information regarding median house 
prices, median rents vacancy rates.

Last quarter’s figures highlighted record median house prices across 
all Australian capital cities and this quarter is expected to see 
increases across the board once again.

To subscribe to Mortgage Choice Real Estate Market Facts, 
click here.
_______________________________________________________

REIA releases Deposit Power Housing 
Affordability Report

The Real Estate Institute of Australia’s (REIA) Deposit Power 
Housing Affordability Report for the December quarter shows no 
relief for home buyers, with housing affordability declining in all states 
and territories, except for Western Australia. The proportion of income 
required to meet loan repayments across Australia has increased 
from 29.0% in the September quarter, to 30.7% in the December 
quarter.

Once again, the Australian Capital Territory remains the most 
affordable state or territory in which to own a home, where the 
proportion of income required to meet loan repayments increased 
to 17.7%; 13.0 percentage points below the national average. New 
South Wales remained the least affordable state or territory in which 
to own a home, where the proportion of income required to meet loan 
repayments increased to 33.6%; 2.9 percentage points above the 
national average.

There was a noticeable shift over the quarter in the number of home 
loans to first home buyers, decreasing by 14.6% – evidence that the 
phasing down of the First Home Owners Grant Boost (FHOG Boost) 
has started to impact the market.

To view the REIA’s full media release, click here.  To subscribe to the 
Deposit Power Housing Affordability Report, click here.

http://www.reia.com.au/real-estate-australia-mortgage-choice-market-facts.php
http://www.reia.com.au/userfiles/MEDIARELEASE_1268189332.pdf
http://www.reia.com.au/real-estate-australia-deposit-power-report.php
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Are you having trouble accessing finance?
In the aftermath of the Global Financial Crisis, access to funds and 
the cost of finance for small businesses, including real estate agents, 
has become more difficult, despite the risk profile of some sectors 
and certainly many individuals not changing.

It is a matter that the REIA has raised in many forums, including a 
small business consultative group convened by the Minister for Small 
Business, Dr. Craig Emerson.

The REIA is pleased that a Senate Economics Committee Inquiry has 
been announced which will, amongst other things, investigate the 
costs, terms and conditions of finance to small businesses, access to 
funding and the level of competition in small business lending. 

Shortly, REIA, through Real News, will be conducting a survey 
on the issue. 

The responses to the survey will be included in REIA’s submission to 
the Inquiry.
_______________________________________________________

ABS Housing Finance figures released
The total value of owner occupied housing commitments excluding 
alterations and additions decreased 1.4% in trend terms and the 
seasonally adjusted series decreased 4.7%. 

The seasonally adjusted series for the value of total personal finance 
commitments increased 0.2%. Revolving credit commitments rose 
2.2%, while fixed lending commitments fell 2.1%. 

The seasonally adjusted series for the value of total commercial 
finance commitments was flat. 

Revolving credit commitments rose 3.8%, while fixed lending 
commitments fell 1.3%. 

The total value of lease finance commitments increased 0.6% in trend 
terms and the seasonally adjusted series increased 8.7%. 

President of the REIA, Mr David Airey said “The impact of the three 
consecutive interest rate increases in the December quarter of last 
year and the phasing out of the First Home Owners Grant Boost 
(FHOG Boost) are clear in these figures.”

“These figures point to the need for the Reserve Bank of Australia 
(RBA) to exercise restraint when it next meets in April.”

To view the REIA’s media release, click here.

Benchmarking in plain 
English
If you’re like most agency owners, you 
want to grow your business, stay ahead 
of the competition and improve revenue 
and profit – and you would like to be 
armed with the best possible information 
when it comes to making better business 
decisions.

Just imagine if you could compare your 
performance with the rest of the market.

Thanks to Real Business First you can!

Real Business First allows you to 
compare your business with other 
businesses just like yours. So instead of 
making business decisions blindfolded, 
you can see how your business is 
performing compared to the other 
agencies in the same area and of the 
same size.

All you need to do is upload your 
financial data once a month to Real 
Business First.

With Real Business First you can 
determine whether your business is as 
efficient and profit-generating as it could 
be.

It’s easy to use – and you don’t need to 
be an accountant to understand it!

To view a short video explaining what 
Real Business First is in plain English, 
go to www.realbusinessfirst.com. 

Put your business first – subscribe to 
Real Business First today and it’s free 
for the first three months!

For more information, please call 
(02) 9322 7451 or email 
sales@realbusinessfirst.com.

 jock.kreitals@reia.com.au
mailto:sales%40realbusinessfirst.com?subject=


real news
The official newsletter for the real estate profession - Issue 58

Find your REI
REIA has eight members, these 
members are the state and territory Real 
Estate Institutes.

Your state or territory body can assist 
you with information which is relevant to 
being an agent in your state or territory.

For contact details, see below:

REIACT
16 Thesiger Court Deakin ACT 2600
Tel: 02 6282 4544
www.reiact.com.au 

REINSW
30-32 Wentworth Avenue
Sydney South NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9264 2343
www.reinsw.com.au

REIQ
21 Turbo Drive Coorparoo QLD 4151
Tel: 07 3249 7347
www.reiq.com.au

REINT
Unit 3/6 Lindsay Street Darwin NT 0801
Tel: 08 8981 8905
www.reint.com.au

REIWA
215 Hay Street Subiaco WA 6008
Tel: 08 9380 8222
www.reiwa.com.au 

REISA
249 Greenhill Road Dulwich SA 5065
Tel: 08 8366 4300
www.reisa.com.au

REIV
335 Camberwell Road 
Camberwell VIC 3124
Tel: 03 9205 6666
www.reiv.com.au

REIT
33 Melville Street Hobart TAS 7000
Tel: 03 6223 4769
www.reit.com.au

Mortgage Choice Home Loan Bulletin 
Fixed rates have started to re-emerge from the bottom of the loan 
barrel for new Australian home loan borrowers, according to data 
from Mortgage Choice, Australia’s largest independently-owned 
mortgage broker. However, the comeback is very slight.

According to Mortgage Choice loan approval data for February 2010, 
fixed rate home loans have increased in popularity to just over 2% of 
new approvals from less than 1% the month previous. 

Hence, variable rate loan demand has dropped from a record high of 
over 99% of new approvals in January to just under 98%.

Mortgage Choice senior corporate affairs manager, Kristy Sheppard 
said, “Despite having risen to 2% of all our new loan approvals 
in February, fixed rate home loans have a long way to go before 
reaching anywhere near their peak of 38% of new approvals in 
November 2007.”

For further information, click here.
_______________________________________________________

Next week...
•	 Financial Review Commercial Property Conference 2010

The authorised editor of this document is Mr Neil Fisher, REIA CEO.  If you have any concerns regarding the content of this publication, please contact the 
editor on 02 6282 4277 or at neil.fisher@reia.com.au.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter to interested colleagues and friends.  If you have received this 
email in error or wish to unsubscribe, please visit http://www.reia.com.au/real-estate-real-news-unsubscribe.php. Please feel free to view the REIA’s Privacy and 
Legal Statements.

2010

LEARN THE SECRETS 
OF MARK BOURIS

AT THE REIA 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

DON’T 

MISS OUT

There are now only days left to book 
tickets to the REIA’s 2010 National 
Conference.   For further information, 
click here.

http://www.reiact.com.au
http://www.reinsw.com.au
http://www.reiq.com.au
http://www.reint.com.au
http://www.reiwa.com.au 
http://www.reisa.com.au
http://www.reiv.com.au
http://www.reit.com.au
http://www.reia.com.au/userfiles/National%20HomeLoan%20Choices%20Vol%2040%20-%20March%202010%20_3_.pdf
http://www.reia.com.au/real-estate-real-news-unsubscribe.php
http://www.reia.com.au/media/media_unsubscribe.asp
http://www.reia.com.au/privacy.asp
http://www.reia.com.au/privacy.asp
http://www.reia.com.au/2010NationalAwardsandConferenceTickets.php

